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MMR-8 / MMP-16 Version 4.2 Update

This document details changes and new features in software Version 4.2 for the TASCAM
MMR-8 and MMP-16 Modular Multitrack units and the MM-RC remote. This document only
explains features and enhancements that have been made to the MMR/MMP since release
Version 4.15, the last official release software version prior to Version 4.2. This documentation
presumes familiarity with basic operation of the MMR-8 and MMP-16.

Installing the MMR/MMP Software Update

To install software in an MMR-8 or MMP-16, first make sure the unit to be updated already has
Version 3.0 or higher software installed (software installed from the two Rescue Disks is also
acceptable). The most recent software update may always be downloaded from the TASCAM
web site at http://www.tascam.com. The Version 4.2 software fits on a single floppy disk. To
install the software update, insert the floppy disk into the front panel floppy drive after the unit
has powered up. Access Menu 995 (Load Software) and press STO. The system will ask “Are
you sure?” Make sure the floppy is properly inserted and press STO again to confirm. The
system will access the floppy drive for a few moments to copy the files to the internal drive.
During this time, the green LED on the floppy disk drive is the only indication provided by the
system that software is being copied from the floppy disk to the system’s internal disk drive.
After the software update has been copied from the floppy, the system will display a message
that says “Reboot required for new software”. This verifies that the software has been
successfully copied to the system drive.

To reboot the system after the software update, remove the floppy disk and recycle the power on
the unit. The first time the system boots after the update, it will go through a longer boot
procedure and will update various internal processors. The LCD will indicate the update
procedure status as these processors are re-programmed. After all these internal updates are
finished, the LCD will briefly show the message “New Software Loaded”, then mount all
available SCSI volumes and show the normal display. The unit is now ready for operation.

If an MM-RC remote unit is attached to the MMR/MMP when the software update is performed,
the system will update the MM-RC after the reboot. A progress display will be shown on the
MM-RC LCD during the update. The MMR/MMP will show the message “Programming
Remote” while the MM-RC software is updated.

Warning: If the unit being upgraded is connected to another MMR/MMP unit with an MMR
Bus sync cable, or to an MM-RC, an error message that reads “MMR RCV Overrun Error” may
occur. This is normal — just ignore the error message (note that pressing CLR will cancel the
error message) and proceed with the system reboot.

Downgrade Disk Reminder

Due to changes made to the MM software in Version 4.1 and above, it is not possible to simply
load a previous Version of the software (e.g. 4.0 or before) once 4.1 or above have been installed.
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A special Downgrade Disk must be loaded first, using menu 995, followed by installation of the
software from the pre — 4.1 release software. See the TASCAM web site for more information
and a copy of the special Downgrade software.

Changes in Version 4.2

The following functional changes and bug fixes have been made to the MMR-8/MMP-16
software in Version 4.2. These changes are explained in detail in this document:

Pro Tools 5.0 Playback Compatibility.

New Menu (795) to Enable/Disable Dual SCSI Operation.

New Menus (560 and 561) to Enable/Disable Pro Tools Volume and Mute Automation.

MMR Project Name Incrementing.

Larger Block Reads from Hard Disk.

MMR Will No Longer Generate OpenTL Sessions Instead of Pro Tools Sessions.

Extra 2 Minutes Prior to TapeMode Start Time Eliminated.

YV VV V VY V V

Pro Tools 5.0 Playback Compatibility

Version 4.2 software for the MMR-8 and MMP-16 adds support for playback of sessions created
on Pro Tools 5.0 Systems. The Message “PT Version not writable, export to Pro Tools first if
you plan to edit or record” will appear when a PT 5.0 Session is loaded. Note that this message is
normal and is a reminder that the MMR/MMP cannot Record or Save Edits to a Pro Tools 5.0
Session. Pro Tools 5.0 sessions may be exported to Pro Tools 4.0 sessions, where they can be
written and recorded to.

Editing a Pro Tools 5.0 Session

Edits can be performed on a Pro Tools 5.0 session using the MMR/MMP or ViewNet.
These edits are saved into RAM and will not update the EDL (the MMR/MMP cannot
write Pro Tools 5.0 session files). Once the project is unloaded, all edits will be lost. In
order to save edits performed on a Pro Tools 5.0 session, a Pro Tools export must be
performed. (This is similar in functionality to using OMF, Pro Tools 3.2, and Fairlight
sessions, which save edits to RAM).

Exporting a Pro Tools 5.0 Session to a Pro Tools 4.0 Session

A Pro Tools 5.0 session can be exported to a Pro Tools 4.0 session via the Backup button

on the MMR or the Utilities menu in ViewNet.

Using the MMR/MMP:

1. Press the Load Track key.

2. Use the Up/Down Arrow keys or Jog wheel to select the PT5.0 project you wish to
export.

3. Press the Shift key followed by the Backup<Slip Track> key.

4. Use the Up/Down Arrow keys or Jog wheel to select “Pro Tools Export to”.

5. Select the destination disk by pressing Trim and the Up/Down Arrow keys or Jog
wheel.

6. Press Yes<STO> to initiate the export.
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Using ViewNet:

1. Under the File menu, click on Utilities.

2. Select the Project you wish to export.

3. Click on Export and enter a file name and destination disk ID.

Exporting to the same disk will only translate the Pro Tools 5.0 EDL to a Pro Tools 4.0
EDL and will not copy any audio files. Exporting to a disk other than the source disk will
rewrite the Pro Tools 5.0 EDL in 4.0 format and will copy all audio files the EDL points
to.

A Note on Deleting a Pro Tools 5.0 Session

After exporting a Pro Tools 5.0 session to a Pro Tools 4.0 session, a user may wish to
delete the existing 5.0 Pro Tools project EDL (this is not a required step). Performing a
delete will not remove audio files form the disk. This can be performed from the Backup
menu on the MMR/MMP or in the Utilities menu in ViewNet. Note that individual tracks
cannot be deleted from Pro Tools 5.0 sessions, as such an action would alter the EDL.

New Menu (795) to Enable/Disable Dual SCSI Operation

Version 4.2 adds menu 795, Dual SCSI Mode, to enable and disable Dual SCSI Operation. This
new feature alleviates the need to load specific Dual SCSI Operation software as with
MMR/MMP Version 4.0 software. Menu 795 will default to the “Off” state, disabling Dual SCSI
Operation. To enable Dual SCSI Operation:
1. Press the Setup Menu, followed by the “8” key on the numeric keypad.
2. Press the down arrow once to access Menu 795.
3. Press trim and use the Up/Down Arrow keys or Jog wheel to select “On”.
4. Press the Yes<STO> key. Reboot the machine after the message “You must now
reboot” appears.
5. Perform steps 1 through 4 on both MM machines to be connected in Dual SCSI
operation.

To disable Dual SCSI Operation:
1. Repeat Steps 1 and 2 above.
2. Press trim and use the Up/Down Arrow keys or Jog wheel to select “Off”.
3. Press the Yes<STO> key. Reboot the machine after the message “You must now
reboot” appears.

Boot Up Procedure

To begin using Dual SCSI mode, first make all connections necessary. Proceed with
powering up one of the MM units. After one unit has completed the boot up sequence,
power up the other MM unit. Press mount (stop button) on machines that did not mount
volumes. Load desired projects.
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SCSI ID Settings and Termination

It is necessary that SCSI ID setting on external drive bays not be 0 or 7. Also verify that
the internal Kingston frame in the MM unit is terminated (shipped with termination
enabled). LVD drives should be forced into single-ended mode by setting the appropriate
jumpers on the drive.

File Types Supported

a.

The following file types are supported for Dual SCSI mode: Pro Tools (up to 32
tracks), Fairlight (24 Tracks), WaveFrame (24 tracks). Note to WaveFrame users:
due to the WaveFrame file system, Dual SCSI mode performance is not
recommended. This is due to drive performance with WaveFrame projects. Sonic
Solutions files have not been tested.

Akai and Broadcast WAV sessions (Deva) are not supported (Akai Dubbers cannot
record 24 track sessions).

Editing Files in Dual SCSI mode

Editing should NOT be performed with Dual SCSI Mode unless using Fairlight,
Sonic Solutions or OMF projects. Performing edits in WaveFrame and ProTools
projects is not supported because they are written to disk. Pro Tools users can always
export to OMF without the need to copy audio files. Fairlight and OMF are supported for
editing because edits are not written to disk (Dual SCSI is playback only).

Notes and Warnings for Dual SCSI Mode

No backups/exports should be performed when in Dual SCSI mode.

Do not keep SCSI cable connections between units when not using Dual SCSI mode
projects (power down and disconnect).

The faster the drive the more tracks Dual SCSI mode will support.

Use only the highest quality SCSI cables — file corruption and disk errors may occur
with low quality cables.

New Menus (560 and 561) to Enable/Disable Pro Tools
Volume and Mute Automation

Version 4.2 software for the MMR-8 and MMP-16 adds new menus, 560 Vol Automation and
561 Mute Automation, to enable/disable Pro Tools Volume and Mute Automation. The following
rules apply when using automation settings in menus 560 and 561:

1.

6

When a project containing automation data is first loaded, only tracks with
automation data enabled on the Pro Tools system will play back with automation
moves. No changes are made to the EDL when loading the project.

When Volume/Mute Automation is turned “On” using menus 560 and 561, all
channels will have automation enabled. Note that this change is written to the EDL.
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3. When Volume/Mute Automation is turned “Off”, all channels will have automation
disabled. Note that this change is written to the EDL. The automation data is not
deleted and can always be turned “On” again.

MMR Project Name Incrementing

The default project naming convention on the MMR has been improved in Version 4.2 so that no
two default projects have the same name. When an MMR is powered up, if a project exists on a
disk with the name of “MMR Project”, the MMR will increment and name the newest project
“MMR Project2”. If a project named MMR Project2 exists, the next project will be named MMR
Project3, and so forth.

Larger Block Reads from Hard Disk

Version 4.2 reverts to the larger block reads from hard disk as found in Version 4.0 of
MMR/MMP software. This change has been re-implemented to prevent audio dropouts with
problematic drives.

MMR Will No Longer Generate OpenTL Sessions Instead
of Pro Tools Sessions

Version 4.2 fixes a bug that caused the MMR to record an OpenTL session instead of a Pro
Tools session, under specific conditions.

Extra 2 Minutes Prior to TapeMode Start Time Eliminated

Version 4.2 of MMR/MMP software eliminates the extra 2 minutes of recording time at the
beginning of TapeMode projects.
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